New occurrence of Notiomastodon platensis (Mammalia: Proboscidea: Gomphotheriidae) in Northeast Colombia
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During the Pliocene the Isthmus of Panama joined again the Americas, allowing the paleobiogeographic dispersion phenomena called the Great American Biotic Interchange, where endemic species from each America could emigrate through this bridge. Representing the fauna that migrated to South America is the Gomphotheriidae family, make up by the genera: Cuvieronius and Notiomastodon. Other genera of this family have not been recorded in South America. This work aims to report a new occurrence of a gomphothere, identifying fossil remains, found in lake sediments in Northeast Colombia, Lebrija Town (Santander). The remains include postcranial fragments, four molars and a tusk. The second and third molars, a fragmented molar exposing dentine and enamel, and tusk fragments showing internal structures, the oval cross section, no twisting, and parallel shallow channels (all along the tusk), allows the taxonomic determination as N. platensis. It is important to highlight that this classification is purely systematic and is not associated to the geographic distribution. Recent studies suggested that N. platensis was associated to lowlands and C. hyodon to highlands. The altitudinal distribution was affected by the vegetation belt variation during the glacial and interglacial periods.
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